SERVICE !? M.s., for his very interesting report of the work earned out at the Vaccine Depot, Meiktila (vide your issue of March, 1920) , . I agree with him in the desire he expresses for more interchange of ideas among those engaged in the difficult and responsible work of producing a pure vaccine lymph which will withstand the very adverse conditions of a tropical climate. Papers such as he has favoured us with are a great help and I am sure many, like myself, would welcome a more detailed account of the methods in use at Meiktila. I may be allowed, however, to draw the attention of your readers to certain facts which may be of interest in view of statements made by Colonel Entrican in his
Paper.
The Vaccine Institute, Bejgaum, issued during the year 1918-19 a total of 1,496,620 doses of vaccine lymph.
?All lymph was purified by the chloroform process and examined bacteriologically before issue. The case and insertion success returned from the Presidency Districts, to whom 820,340 doses of lymph were issued, was 99.68 and 97.64, respectively. Vaccination is carried on in all the districts of the Presidency and Sind the whole year round.
The high temperatures recorded in Sind during the hot season are notorious and many vaccinators in Sind outlying districts do not receive their lymph packets until from 9 to 10 days from the time they are despatched from Belgaum.
I would like to point out, in connection with these results, that the system of verification in the case of the work of Bombay Presidency vaccinators is very efficient. There are five Deputy Sanitary Commissioners on tour in the districts during the season, who exercise a strict supervision over the work of the vaccinating staff.
Many methods, having for object the removal from lymph of extraneous micro-organisms without injury to the vitality of the essential virus, have been tried at this Institute. Mixing with 50 per cent, pure glycerine and distilled water and subsequent passage of chloroform vapour, carefully controlled by bacteriological tests, has Proved most satisfactory and has withstood the test of experience covering over ten years' work. Vaccine Institute, Bei^gaum, 27tli March, 1920. Mr. Keshavlal J. Dholakia, l.m.& S., Bhuj, writes to ask whether the pityriasis versicolor which he has so often met with in phthisical patients has any bacteriological affinity with phthisis :?No; pityriasis versicolor is due to the microsporon furfur, a mould. We should much like to have photographs of the cases in which this condition has been seen by our correspondent on the lower Part of the face, for this is an uncommon site.?Ed., 7-M. G.
